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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form 1449A/PTO. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed more than three months after the filing date of the above referenced 
application but, to the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits for the above referenced application. 

As the Office has waived the requirement under 37 CFR §1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a 
copy of each cited U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application publication, a copy of each 
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listed U.S. patent is not included with the submission of attached Fonn 1449A/PTO. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and evidence 
that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art 
exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material 
or constitute "prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the 
documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the 
fee to our Deposit Account No. 16-2463. 
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By: Price, Heneveld, Cooper, 
DeWitt & Litton LLP 



Date 




Registration No. 34,559 
695 Kenmoor, S.E. 
Post Office Box 2567 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49501 
(616) 949-9610 



TSC/amm 



^ PTO/SB/OSa (Oa-03) 

' ' Approved for use through 07/31/2CC8. 0MB C651-C031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COmiERCE 

-Under the Papeavork Reduction Act of 1995, nopersonsjarejeguir^^ 



Substtute for form 144eA/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/784.594 



02/23/2004 



Harold C. Qckerse 



mi. 



V Sheet 



± 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



nFN10P-433A 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication 03t6 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 


pAnPQ nnlumns Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^ ^'''^""^'^^ 






6642851 


1 1/04/2003 


DeLine et al. 








6326900 


12/04/2001 


DeLine et al. 








6243660 


06/05/2001 


Hsu et al. 








6222460 


04/24/2001 


DeLine et al. 








"S- 6140933 


10/31/2000 


Bugno et al. 








6087953 


07/11/2000 


DeLine et al. 








6023229 


02/08/2000 


Bugno et al. 








5808197 


09/15/1998 


Dao 








5708410 


01/13/1998 


Blank et al. 








5699044 


12/16/1997 


Van Lente et al. 








5644851 


07/08/1997 


Blank et al. 








5455716 


10/03/1995 


Suman et al. 








5339529 


08/23/1994 


Lindberg 








5095631 


03/17/1992 


Gavril et al. 








5090231 


02/25/1992 


Gallagher 








4581827 


04/15/1986 


Higashi 








6651003 


11/18/2003 


Woloszyk et al. 








6456194 


09/24/2002 


Carlson et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials' 



Cite 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Cocte^NumbGr'*T<ind Code^ {if known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages. Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



7^ 



1 Examiner 




Date I 1 


1 Signature 




Considered j | 



considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspt o.gov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document, s Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to f^le (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in compfeting the form, call 1-B00'PTO'9199 and select option 2. 



